
Rosary before the Piétà 
(taken from the letter Mystery of Compassion) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1. A treasure always hides a part of the mystery.  

It is to be discovered. It makes itself known 

only to the persistent seekers, open to the 

unforeseeable and the invisible.  Such was 

Marie Rivier from her earliest childhood and 

throughout her life.  Nothing stopped her in 

her search for God: neither her handicaps, nor 

the revolution, nor even the small number of 

her daughters.  In spite of the obstacles, she 

advanced, amazingly filled with faith, because 

her eyes had seen! 

 

 

Virgin Mary, help us become the women of 

compassion that our world so desperately needs!  

 

 

2. At the school of Mary, the child saw and 

understood little by little from within that it 

was in fact a mad love story: of the beloved 

son dying of love for us.  Like Our Lady 

whose heart was pierced, Marinette carried 

throughout her life the wound of this vision, 

like a stigmata of love inviting her to be an 

extra humanity for Jesus where he could in all 

freedom reveal his immense compassion.  The 

vocation of Anne Marie Rivier, like that of her 

daughters would heretofore be understood in 

the light of this great mystery.  

 



Virgin Mary, help us become the women of 

compassion that our world so desperately needs!  

3. Surely, at four years old, Marinette could not 

grasp the fullness of the mystery before her.  

With Mary as her guide, she meditated on this 

event in her heart her entire life and she drew 

her inspiration and her zeal from this source.  

From the Piétà, Marinette received a healing 

as well as her first intuitions of the work the 

Lord wanted to confide to her.  The 

Presentation of Mary was born from this long 

contempation of the offered Son and of the 

Mother with a pierced heart.  

 

 

Virgin Mary, help us become the women of 

compassion that our world so desperately needs!  

 

 

4. In this destroyed Son on his mother’s knees, 

Marinou not only saw death but also wounded 

love, the pain of a mother tenderly holding her 

beloved child.  Very quickly, in the tête-à-tête 

and the heart-to-heart conversations morning 

upon morning ... a strange phenomenon 

occured between the heartbroken Woman of 

Calvary and the little girl who became her 

partner and friend.  Four years ... of this hope, 

of this interplay and collaboration –would not 

such an experience mark a person forever?  

That is what happened to our dear little 

cripple who never stopped looking at the Piétà 



for as long as she could.  (L.A. Lassus, A Woman 

of Faith,Courage and Zeal, p. 4 – 5). 

 

Virgin Mary, help us become the women of 

compassion that our world so desperately needs!  

 

 

5. It was there by gazing lengthily at one another, 

that Our Lady of Pity little by little taught the 

child of Montpezat the seriousness of Jesus’ love 

for humanity.  He loved us and surrendered 

himself for us.  It is not surprising then that as an 

adult, Marie Rivier felt herself in solidarity with 

her people and took upon herself, the sufferings of 

humanity with Jesus.  Suffering in her body and 

sorrowful in her soul, she advanced courageously, 

allowing only her joy of belonging to God to 

show.  My vocation, I love it like paradise!   Her 

contagious conviction attracted many daughters 

who,  desirous as she was, of saving souls, live 

today in the spirit she delegated to them.   

 

 

Virgin Mary, help us become the women of 

compassion that our world so desperately needs!  

 

 


