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Go out to the whole world.  
Proclaim the Gospel to all of creation.  

Mk 16 :15 
 
 
Dear sisters,  
 
Together, we have lived a rich experience of coming to know one another, an experience filled with 
listening, sharing and fraternal joy. How good it is to be together, how good it is to share our joys, 
our difficulties, our desires with one another. We desire, we want to move forward, always further, 
with the audacity of faith, the dynamism of hope, radiating light by the testimony of our lives. Jesus 
Christ is at the heart of Marie Rivier's life as he is at the center of God's plan for us C1. 

God is very close, he is in us and walks with us. We are on the journey searching for what is best for 

our personal and community lives. Jesus Christ is the sun that enlightens our path, our search and 

our discoveries. He gives us the possibility to do and propose new things. The Lord is the eternal 

God. He does not faint, nor grow weary and his knowledge is beyond scrutiny. He gives strength to 

the weary, he increases the vigor of the weak. Those who put their hope in the Lord find new 

strength; they will soar as with eagle’s wings. They will run and not grow weary, walk and not grow 

faint Is 40, 28-31. 

Our Congregation is alive, it is beautiful, it has an intercultural and intergenerational face.  We have 

experienced this once more during this encounter. Our Foundress, Mother Marie Rivier encourages 

us: Be saints, be apostles, true disciples of Jesus Christ. Once Jesus Christ has entered a heart and 

reigns in it ... he sanctifies it, he pours out his Holy Spirit as he did in the past on the Apostles. May 

this Divine Spirit fill us with holy joy, establish us in his strength and enrich us with all his gifts (ES p. 

25). 

The Church, our Congregation and our world needs consecrated women who have big dreams, who 

dream of a more beautiful, more holy future. May our world become a new world, full of peace, 

mercy and justice. As Pope Francis says, we have the right to dream of a new world. Don't give up 

on your big dreams, the Pope tells young people. Great dreams are those that are fruitful, that are 

capable of sowing peace and fraternity, of sowing joy and hope. On this subject, which is familiar to 

him when he speaks to young people, the Pope said: "True dreams are the dreams of an 'us'. Great 

dreams involve, share, and generate new life in Christ Jesus”. 

 



Today, I say to each one of us: Let us dream of a renewed Congregation, a Congregation that lives 

the Gospel in all circumstances, a Congregation that is beautiful, that witnesses to the world, with 

joy and simplicity, the face of the Risen Jesus. Behold, God’s dwelling is with the human race. He will 

dwell with them, and they will be his people, and he, God-with-them, will be their God Rev 21:3 
 

A new time is being born. In the Church and in the world we truly need women and men whose 
hearts are on fire. What weakens our lives as consecrated women is a life without momentum, 
without enthusiasm, a life without listening to the Spirit, without encountering Jesus Christ, without 
creative love.  May the Spirit help us to learn once more from our blessed Mother Rivier to choose 
between Jesus Christ and the spirit of the world, between his Cross and a comfortable lifestyle, 
between the holiness of our vocation and a superficial fidelity to our commitments. D1b. We are co-
workers with God, called to build a new world. Our presence in the world is that of Jesus Christ C112. 
Let us not be afraid to be disciples of Christ, to live the Gospel in our daily lives, wherever we are, 
with joy and simplicity. 
 
Love changes the world, says Pope Francis: Love is an encounter, first with the Lord Jesus, with his 
person, and from this encounter of love are born friendship, fraternity and the certainty of being 
children of the same Father. Life then becomes a shared life dedicated to a higher goal: love can 
change the world! Everything starts from there, from a fraternal encounter, love can change the 
world, but first it changes us, the Pope continues. We either love or we don't love, but the love that 
became flesh, the love that gave its life for us, that is the way. We often confuse love with a kind of 
platonic and idealistic philosophy. Love is concrete, love gives its life for others, as Jesus gave it for 
us. Love is not taught, it is lived, and you teach it to us by living it. 
 

You have shared beautiful things during this meeting, either about the life of young people or about 
your own personal and community life. Find time to deepen these themes, to discover the pathways 
that Jesus wants to walk with you, with us as a Congregation. Be faithful to the voice of the Master, 
he wants to speak to young people through your words, through your joy, through your daily life 
 

Let us live what Marie Rivier proposed to us: Let us be for everyone, by our holiness and by all of our 

actions, an open Gospel, an explanation of the Gospel.  Whether we speak or walk, whatever we do, 

everything in us must lead those who see us to think of Jesus Christ (VJC, vol. I, p. 430).   It suffices to 

look at Mary in order to feel God present and to be drawn to him. May Mary draw the Spirit upon 

us! 

 
Let us love all that Marie Rivier so passionately loved: Jesus Christ, his Mother, the Church, the 
Eucharist, the Cross, the Beatitudes, the poor, children and youth D3d … and let us move forward in 
hope! 
 

Let us celebrate the 225th anniversary of the foundation of our Congregation with the fragrance of 

holiness. We are for God the good aroma of Jesus Christ 2 Co 2: 15. We have given thanks 

abundantly for all these years lived as a name, a heritage, a prophecy.  Let us continue our mission 

as prophets, proudly carrying the flame of the Gospel with the youth. 

 

S. Maria dos Anjos Alves, p.m. 
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