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THE WAY TO HOLINESS... 
JESUS CHRIST 

 
 

Reflection  
I want to know nothing among you but Jesus Christ.  Love Jesus Christ, study him, imitate him 
and make him known and loved everywhere. Marie Rivier SW p. 10 
 
Jesus Christ is at the heart of Marie Rivier’s life as he is at the center of God’s plan for us. To 
follow Jesus Christ and to act according to his spirit was the Rule of Life that fashioned the 
heart and inspired the activity and teaching of our Foundress.  

  C 1, C 2 

A Christian cannot think of his or her mission on earth without seeing it as a path of holiness, 
for “this is the will of God, your sanctification” (1 Thess 4:3). Each saint is a mission, planned by 
the Father to reflect and embody, at a specific moment in history, a certain aspect of the 
Gospel. That mission has its fullest meaning in Christ, and can only be understood through 
him. At its core, holiness is experiencing, in union with Christ, the mysteries of his life. It 
consists in uniting ourselves to the Lord’s death and resurrection in a unique and personal 
way, constantly dying and rising anew with him. Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate, #19, 20 

May this message be the core of our own faith and all the ways in which we express it: “…not 
that we loved God but that he loved us” (1 Jn 4:10).  Let us never forget this.  Our abilities and 
our merits are not the central thing, but rather the unconditional, free and unmerited love of 
God.  Our Christian lives begin not with doctrine and good works, but with the amazement 
born of realizing that we are loved, prior to any response on our part.  While the world 
frequently tries to convince us that we are valued only for what we can produce, the Gospel 
reminds us of the real truth of life: we are loved. … This is our identity: we are God’s loved 
ones.  This is our strength: we are loved by God. Pope Francis, Homily, Canonization of Marie Rivier, May 15, 

2022 

 

Canticle: God chose us in him before the world began to be holy and blameless in his sight, to 
be full of love.  
 
INTERCESSION: 
 
Let us ask the Holy Spirit to pour out upon us a fervent longing to be saints for God’s greater 
glory (Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate, #177) as well as a willingness to help one another grow, day 
by day, in the holiness of our vocation. C 6                                  
  

.... silence ... 
 

Saint Marie Rivier, who so passionately loved the Eucharist,   
pray for us. 

Saint Marie Rivier, who so passionately loved the Cross,  



pray for us. 
Saint Marie Rivier, who so passionately loved the Beatitudes,      
  pray for us. 
 
Our Father 
 
Let us pray together: 

 
God our Father, you have raised up Saint Marie Rivier  
like a blazing flame in the midst of your people  
and today you invite us to walk, like her  
on our path of holiness. 
Take our lives, Father,  
set them ablaze with the fire of your Spirit  
and burn our hearts with a passionate love for Jesus Christ.  
Grant that we might strive with ardor  
towards the holiness to which you call us. 
Like Saint Marie Rivier,  
enable us to be, for our world today,  
an open Gospel where all may read Jesus Christ. Amen 

 


