
THE WAY TO HOLINESS... 
JESUS CHRIST 

 
 
Reflection  
 
Rely on Jesus Christ.  Act in accordance with his spirit and do everything out of love for him … 
Jesus Christ should be your light, your strength and your joy. Marie Rivier, SW p.65 
In Jesus Christ consecration and mission are intimately linked: the fulfilment of his mission 
manifests his consecration to the Father. By our evangelical vows of chastity, poverty and 
obedience, our life espouses the whole life of Christ. Entirely surrendered with him to the will 
of the Father, we offer our life as a holy oblation for the glory of God and the salvation of the 
world. C 4 

 

Holiness is also parrhesía: it is boldness, an impulse to evangelize and to leave a mark in this 
world. To allow us to do this, Jesus himself comes and tells us once more, serenely yet firmly: 
“Do not be afraid” (Mk 6:50). “I am with you always, to the end of the world” (Mt 28:20). These 
words enable us to go forth and serve with the same courage that the Holy Spirit stirred up in 
the Apostles, impelling them to proclaim Jesus Christ. Boldness, enthusiasm, the freedom to 
speak out, apostolic fervour, all these are included in the word parrhesía. The Bible also uses 
this word to describe the freedom of a life open to God and to others (cf. Acts 4:29, 9:28, 28:31; 2 

Cor 3:12; Eph 3:12; Heb 3:6, 10:19). Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate, #129 

 
 
Canticle: In Jesus and through his blood, we have been redeemed, and our sins forgiven.  
  
INTERCESSION 
 
Let us ask the Holy Spirit to pour out upon us a fervent longing to be saints for God’s greater 
glory (Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate, #177) as well as a willingness to help one another grow, day 
by day, in the holiness of our vocation. C 6                                  
 

.... silence ... 
 
 

Saint Marie Rivier, you call us to choose between Jesus Christ and the spirit of the world, 
   pray for us. 
 
Saint Marie Rivier, you call us to choose between the Cross of Jesus and a comfortable 
lifestyle,   pray for us. 
 
Saint Marie Rivier, you call us to choose between the holiness of our vocation and a superficial 
fidelity to our commitments,        
                                      pray for us. 
 
 
 



Our Father 
 
 
Let us pray together: 

 
God our Father, you have raised up Saint Marie Rivier  
like a blazing flame in the midst of your people  
and today you invite us to walk, like her  
on our path of holiness. 
Take our lives, Father,  
set them ablaze with the fire of your Spirit  
and burn our hearts with a passionate love for Jesus Christ.  
Grant that we might strive with ardor  
towards the holiness to which you call us. 
Like Saint Marie Rivier,  
enable us to be, for our world today,  
an open Gospel where all may read Jesus Christ. Amen 

 
 


