
THE WAY TO HOLINESS... 
JESUS CHRIST 

 
 
 
Reflection 
 
I feel so strongly the necessity that we be formed in Jesus Christ that from now on I want to 
speak to you only of him. Marie Rivier, SW p.10  
 
The spirit of the Presentation of Mary is a wholly interior spirit, rooted in the spirit of Jesus 
Christ. To know Jesus Christ in the Gospel, to live Jesus Christ in his mysteries, to reveal and 
to teach Jesus Christ by our whole life: such is our vocation. C 3 

 

The Father’s plan is Christ, and ourselves in him. In the end, it is Christ who loves in us, for 
“holiness is nothing other than charity lived to the full”.  As a result, “the measure of our 
holiness stems from the stature that Christ achieves in us, to the extent that, by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, we model our whole life on his”. Every saint is a message which the Holy Spirit 
takes from the riches of Jesus Christ and gives to his people. Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate, #21 

God loved us first; he waits for us; he keeps loving us.  This is our identity: we are God’s loved 
ones.  This is our strength: we are loved by God. Acknowledging this truth requires a 
conversion in the way we often think of holiness.  At times, by over-emphasizing our efforts 
to do good works, we have created an ideal of holiness excessively based on ourselves, our 
personal heroics, our capacity for renunciation, our readiness for self-sacrifice to achieve a 
reward. … We have turned holiness into an unattainable goal.  We have separated it from 
everyday life, instead of looking for it and embracing it in our daily routines, in the dust of the 
streets, in the trials of real life and, in the words of Teresa of Avila to her Sisters, “among the 
pots and pans of the kitchen”.  Pope Francis, Homily, Canonization of Marie Rivier, May 15, 2022 

 
Canticle: God predestined us to be his adopted children through Jesus Christ. 
 
INTERCESSION: 
 
Let us ask the Holy Spirit to pour out upon us a fervent longing to be saints for God’s greater 
glory (Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate, #177) as well as a willingness to help one another grow, day 
by day, in the holiness of our vocation. C 6                                  
  

.... silence ... 
 
Saint Marie Rivier, who so passionately loved the poor,   

pray for us. 
Saint Marie Rivier, who so passionately loved children and youth,     
                                                                 pray for us. 
Saint Marie Rivier, who so passionately loved each one of your sisters,     
                                                                 pray for us. 



 
Our Father 
 
Let us pray together: 

 
God our Father, you have raised up Saint Marie Rivier  
like a blazing flame in the midst of your people  
and today you invite us to walk, like her  
on our path of holiness. 
Take our lives, Father,  
set them ablaze with the fire of your Spirit  
and burn our hearts with a passionate love for Jesus Christ.  
Grant that we might strive with ardor  
towards the holiness to which you call us. 
Like Saint Marie Rivier,  
enable us to be, for our world today,  
an open Gospel where all may read Jesus Christ. Amen 

 


